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Major donation opens Catholic
school seats to neediest kids

by Jon Minners

A record-breaking do-
natitn of 3225 milkon
by philanihropist Rob-
erl Wilsan o the Avch-
diveese of Mew York for
itz Tnmer City 5:!;-&].3.:
=hip Frd-;nln is chang-
g the face of Eronx
education

The gift frem the ro-
tired bedpe fund manag-
er, who was named one
of Begness Week's ~50
hropisias will enable
i " owill e
am astoending 3,000
children to &0 E000
posgible geals el iBner-
city Catholic schools
citywide.

The 3225 million is
garmarked for the Car-
dinal’s Scholarship Pre-
gram, which was begun
i 2005 with a mandate
to previde scholarships
te peedy children 1o
il every cmply seat in
Archdiec-

E5a0 INDET-
cily schools
hrll;l';lﬂ-.
ri
the ﬁfal'ftn
years af the
program,
3,700 sto-
dents have
received

inser-tity pelool of their
chosice, with a number
of them localed in the
Brooe.

Cardinal Edward
Egan bas expressed his
gratitode for “such bis-

tarnc and flar-sighted

support from Mr. Wil
son for Lhe educstion
and loture wellbeing of
our neediest children in
the Archdiocese™

The Cardingl’s Schol-
arship Program i= the
arehdiocesan  reaponss
Lo thoussnds of Mew
York fomiics living at
or below Lhe poversy
lime who went & high-
guality Cutholic educa.
tion but cennot afford
luikiom cosls.

*I'm a praduoct of a
Catholic school educa-
tien énd o :sin;sh: math-
er,” gaid Judy Santizgo,
pnncipal of St Simon
Etock Elementary
Sehaoal an Valenting Aov-

prive, whore studenls
hlu.-ﬁr, from the unbgue
seholarship.

“While we are aim-
ing to increase corell-
ment, renk i going up,
people are sbruggling
to pay their morlguges
and we have higher tax-
o8, and LIETEAHES 1A S0
many other bille” she
auid, "When it comés fo
a Catholic schoo! educa-
ton, & month's ELuition
could equal bali 2 per-
son's renl. As o Tesalt.
there has been a sherp
deching in enrollmeant,
Theso EJ:hularshH!s EAT
help changs that.”

Bamtiage knows how
difficult it can be. Her
aon allended 36 Hele-
ni's Echool and was not
cligible to Feceive mon-
ey from the achelarslip
wjitm he wis accephed
inte Regis High Schoal.
Luckily enough for Ban-
tisgo, he obtnined other
scholarships that less-
enéd the burden of pro-
viding her son with the
anly edecalion she felt
comforltable providing

bim.

“lo a Cathofic schanl,
1 felt he was safe, that
he was given love and
cire afd recoiving an
upbringing of want.
mg to po to chaarch and
letarn showt God,” she
said. “T felt that = Cath-
olic school education
hit= a
moere  wille
roundsd n-

dividual.”

The

Archdio-
CESe  poanda
Lo scvéral
Bronx gtu.
dents who
have shown
g meed for
such a pre-
gram and
whe are gx-
cellimg.  in

EEgan
Adele Del Veechia iz
a ninlh-grader st S0
Barnabas High School
and is the danghier of
a imiﬂl mothér who
to keap her in

3:hn-n-] Vecchio contin-
ues to impress,
g love for science and
an gxprossed inlerest in
marine biolegy.

Terenee Markham is
g fourth-grader at Im-
maculate  Conception
%hﬂr{i@ﬂiﬂw

Lo oL 1
from the Wm
Markham continues to
mike his parents proud
as & straight-A sladent
wha reading.
wriling end poctry.

Britaie Anderson is
& ninth-gprader at St
Catharine Academy
whose parests separak-
od three yveirs agoe. Her
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mother works at Mon-
Lefinre Medical Centor
and sttend: clasces nt
the College of Mew Ro-
chelle in order lo gve
her and ber cluld a bel-
ter hfe

An ambitions oul-
reach campaign hoas
been laumched by the

Inmer City Schalarghi
Thng &nd 1he Archomoc-
zsan Department of Ed-
uceiion to inform fami-
lies o all elementary
de=, as well as chil-
crem jost sierting schoeol
in Zcplcmber 2007,
ahout thausands of

echolarghips supporied
by Wilson's mift.

“1 encoursge every-
oni ko take advantage of
this program,” Santiago
gaid. “A Cnthalic school
educatian is somethin
wour child con take wi
them Lthroughout his or
her ife. It is pn edocn-
ticn that continues to
give back and we thenk
the donors wha helped Bp
invest in our childran's
lives and their future”

Parents can call (212)
H15-TLIET or gu to waww,
scholarshipfund.org on
the Internet for infoc-
mation about the schol-

arships and lecafions
for open housea.

The gift will
enable 3,000
children to fill
8,000 possible
seals at inner-

cify Catholic

schools
citywide.
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