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Free basketball tournament for underprivileged
East Harlem kids kicks off
Tournament gives students the chance to compete on hardwood
Comments
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Marcos (l.) and Ismaila (r.) take charge of a game during free basketball tournament for underprivileged East Harlem middle
schoolers.

Harlem is having its own bout of “March Madness.”
A free basketball tournament for underprivileged East Harlem middle
schoolers tipped off earlier this month, giving dozens of students the
chance to compete on the hardwood.
The month-long tournament is sponsored by the Inner-City
Scholarship Fund’s (ICSF) Junior Committee and is the culmination
of free clinics and scrimmages that began in the fall.
“It’s really outstanding how they learn basketball skills and to make
new friends,” said ICSF Junior Committee Basketball League co-chair
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Josh Elmore. “The kids are always excited to participate.”
The tournament's four teams are made up of a mix of more than 50
boys and girls, ages 10-13, who attend one of the neighborhood's
ICSF-sponsored elementary schools.
“The program has really helped them learn social skills,” said Elmore,
who also works as a coach in the league. “It’s difficult to tell what
schools they go to by the end because they’re such good friends.”
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The league is a true community effort: 35 volunteers pitch in every
month to coach, and the non-profit group Sports Angels even
supplies full uniforms.
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“When they’re practicing in jerseys and not T-shirts, it’s a better sports experience,” Elmore said.
For many of the students whose schools lack organized basketball programs, the league is a chance to
practice and compete regardless of athletic ability.
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“It’s a lot of fun and it gives you a chance to play even if you’re not the best,” said eighth-grader Issaka
Goita, 13, who lives in the Bronx but attends Mount Carmel-Holy Rosary School in East Harlem.
When Issaka joined the program three years ago, he admits he wasn’t the star player he is today. He said
the league has taught him not only to sharpen his skills on the court, but learn how to be a good teammate
and make new friends.
“At first you are sort of hesitant, and then you realize that you’re on the same team,” said Issaka about his
teammates who come from several different schools in the area. “To win you have to play as one team.”
Next year, Issaka hopes to make the basketball team at Xavier High School. But for now, he is focused on
taking home the championship trophy at the end of the month.
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“We have a pretty solid chance of winning,” he said. “I really, really want to win.”
POST A COMMENT »

Clinic uses NCAAtourney
pizza deal to lure men to go
under the knife.

FROM NYDAILYNEWS.COM

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Teenage model claims agent groped her and other
ingenues

PHOTOS: Wow! 'JWoww' looks
gorgeous without
makeup

Cop's Son Shoots and Kills 7-Year-Old Sister With
His Dad's Gun
(MamasLatinas)

Jail guard admits to sex, drugs at Rikers
Feds Find Indentured Servant In 34-Room Mansion
Inspirational Sunnyside cancer survivor set to sprint
in Sunday’s NYC…

(AOL Jobs)

Cops Have a Two-Hour Standoff Against an Empty
Car

World’s tallest man may finally have stopped growing
- at age 29

(Bangstyle)

‘Mob Wives’ star Big Ang's guide to cooking for wise
guys

(What Would Ashley Wear?)

When you strip away the
layers upon layers of
cosmetics she usually
wears, the "Jersey Shore"
star isMaher
a naturaldefends
beauty.
Bill

his sexist slur
attack: It's different
than Rush's

The Best Street Style: Neon and Fur

Liberal comic was ripped
for previously calling Sarah
Palin a "c---."

Doc Charged in $375M Medicare Scam
(The Fiscal Times)

[?]

PHOTOS: Solar blast
erupts on the sun’s
surface
The photo of this solar flare
is simply out of this world.

COMMENTS
Comments (0) See All Comments

To comment, Log In or Register
[Discussion Guidelines ]

Aspiring teen model
claims sleazy agent
groped her
Creepy agent turned his
apartment into a boarding
house for other young
models.

Bad Credit, Bankruptcy?

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.50%

What Is Mutual Fund

Poachers butcher
African elephants
WARNING:
GRAPHIC IMAGES

No Problem, We Finance Used
Cars, Only $250 Down, Apply
OnLine 24/7

If you owe under $7 29k you
may qualify for 3.01% APR
Govt Refi Plans.

Looking For What Is Mutual
Fund? Find It Nearby With
Local.com!

Soldiers are losing the
battle to save the few
elephants in Cameroon

(www.CarLottaCredit.com)

(www.MortgageRatesExperts.com) (Local.com)

ADS BY YAHOO!

Padma Lakshmi's

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

(www.CarLottaCredit.com)

(www.MortgageRatesExperts.com) (Local.com)

Padma Lakshmi's
daughter must take
dad's last name
Judge gives Adam Dell a
major victory over "Top
Chef" co-host.

PHOTOS: ‘21 Jump
Street’: Where Are
They Now?
From Johnny Depp to Holly
Robinson, catch back up
with the original stars from
'Jump Street.'

PHOTOS: Move
over, kids! Artist’s
stunning sand
creations
One artist's hours of art in
sand ... gets washed away
by the waves.

$15 for a NY
SKYRIDE ticket at the
Empire State Building!
Check out N...
BE THE FIRST TO KNOW, GET READER OFFERS EMAIL!

Email Address

SIGN UP

You need to have the Adobe Flash Player 9 to view this
content. Please click here to continue.

DAILY NEWS PIX
MANHATTAN
MANHATTAN

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

MANHATTAN
From 1939 Times Square
to the Towers in the 90's,
the Daily News has the
legendary photos of
NYC.Order Print »

BACK TO TOP

Media Kit

RSS

Home Delivery

Social Media

Newsletters

Place an Ad

About our Ads

Contact Us

FAQ's

Site Map

Use of this website signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.
© Copyright 2012 NYDailyNews.com. All rights reserved.

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

