
 

 

 

CATHOLIC NEWYORK 
Student Speaker Thanks Sponsors, Cardinal 'Penpal' at ICSF Dinner 

ByJUUANNDosSANTOS 

S
peaking to guest$ at the New 
York Public Lio,ary, a high sc hool 
stutlcnt who benefits from the 

Inner-City Scholarship Fund ', "Be A 
Srudenfs Friend" pro gram, said, '11 
represent thousands of students who 
receive a C31holic school educ31ion in 
~w York City because of the schow· 
sblp support we receive from Inncr
Cit)• Scholarship Fund and Its donors ." 

The speaker, Katherine RQman is 
a supl1omo~ at Preston High Schoo) 
in t~ Bronx. During h~r spl:'~cli, sl:M! 
thanked her sponsor, Cardinal Egan. 

"Not only is Cardinal Egan my 
sponsor, and Your Eminence, I love 
our pen pal rdadonship, I learned 
that this .sponsorship actually ca me 
from Mr. and Mrs . Di l>ia1..za in honor 
of Cardinal Egan's 8011, birU1day," she 
µi,1. (Cardinal Egan is now 81.) 
~ and Melody Di Piazza we,e 

presented with the Inner-City Schol
arship Fund Award for their commit
me-nt to ICSF. Th eir act of generosity 
townnl Katherine Roman is just one 
l:'xa.mple uf th~ work tJ1e)' have don e 
for ICSF. Cardi n al Dolan prese n ted 
the award 

The 37th annual dinner raised $1.8 
million . 

K.a1hcrlnc •ddcd, "How iocrcdibly 
generous of th~ru to Ulillk of nre. a girl 
from the Broruc, to help celebrate Car 
diual l!ganl As a result, l have not only 
benefited from their extraordinary gen
erosity but have also roocivcd ongoing 
CDCOttragcmcnt from our letters." 

Katherine Roman said 9he 
drarm of becoming a marlrN 
blalogllt:. MI know my future 

dr- will be poHible becauu 
f haw had the good fortune of 
being~ by the WOik of 
lnner..citv Schofatjhip Food and 

very klnd people. " 

She proudl1 told the 350 people 
gathered at the library's Stephen A. 
Scbwarzmao Building on Fifth Ave
nue in Manhattan the eve ning o( Dt<:. 
JI) thar she is in all honors classes and 
has maintainr.d an ACAdcmic average 

or 98 at Presto n. 
She said she dreams or becoming 

a marine biolo gis t and said, "I know 
my funuc dreams will he possihle be 
c..rns~ J 11.'.I.YP.: had the good fc)rtune of 
being sponsor~d by the worko(Iuner 
Cilj' :;cholarsbip Fund and very kind 
people ." 

Mo Rocca, CBS Sunday Mom
lnr. corr es pond ent and ICS F tmstcc, 
se?"ved as the master of t:ert.'!mu1Ues. 

Throughout the eveoini; b'Uests Wt.'!re 

treated to perfo rmance s by the SI. 
Barnabas High School and Mount SI. 
Micluel Academy school choirs and 
performer Angela Meade, an op e ratic 
,t;oprano with the Metmpalitan Opera .. 

The Tnner-City Scholarship Fund 

Afa,19R.~ 

IIOflOIIS- Left, Cardinal Dolan and Pe
ter T. Grauer, <;h,:1inna 11 of Bloomberg 
and board president of ICSf, greet award 
honorees Sam and Melody 01 Pl~zza, at 
the Hew York Public Lil rary Dec. 16. 
Above, stud en t speakw Katharine Ro
man of Preston High School, meet~ 
Cardinal Dolan . and her ICSF "Be A Stu• 
dent's Friend" sponsor , Cardinal Egan. 

was founded in 1971 by Cardirull Cooke · 
and a group of executives of variou s 
rcU~ious bsckgrotmds. It p rovi<Jes tu 
iticm assistance to more than 7,000 stu
denUl in 79 inner•city Catholic schools 
in Manhattan, t he llronx and Staten 
Island Ninety-six percent o( graduate s 
from ICSF schools pu rsu e college. 

"The supporters in this room, par
ricu lnr ly Melody and Sam Di Piazza, 
ha\'e affec ted lhe lives of countless 
slud~nts through their COlWllitment 
and support of CatboUc schools,• said 
Susan George, executive directo r of 
ICSF, in her remarks at the dlnD<'r, 

"There is no greater gift than pn>
vidin.g a t.:hild wiU1 a q ualit)· e duca.
tiun," sht: said. 
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